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Part 1 - Set up Git & GitHub

1. Create a GitHub account 

2. Install git on your computer 

3. Link git to your GitHub account 

4. Create a Personal Access Token on GitHub (PAT) 

5. Set up your PAT on your computer
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1. Create a GitHub account 
• Go to github.com or use this link https://github.com/join  

• you can have an overview of the process here https://www.wikihow.com/
Create-an-Account-on-GitHub 

2. Install git on your computer 
• Type git --version and which git in your terminal to check if git is 

already installed. 

• If it is not installed, install git on your computer https://github.com/git-
guides/install-git
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• Option 1 

• Use the git commands in the Terminal: 

• Option 2 

• Use the function use_git_config from the R package usethis                          
(install it if necessary: install.packages("usethis"))
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git config --global user.name 'Alex H' 
git config --global user.email ‘alex.herbay@gmail.com’ 
git config --global --list

library(usethis) 
use_git_config( user.name = "Alex H",            
                user.email = "alex.herbay@gmail.com")

The name that will 
appear in your commits The email used for your 

GitHub account

The email used for your 
GitHub account

The name that will 
appear in your 

commits
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3. Link git to your GitHub account
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4. Create a Personal Access Token on GitHub (PAT) 
• Go to https://github.com/settings/tokens                                                                                                              

or from the GitHub homepage go to Settings > Developer settings > Personal access tokens
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4. Create a Personal Access Token on GitHub (PAT)
Part 1 - Set up Git & GitHub

Click on the button ‘Generate new token’4

6

5

Click on the button ‘Generate 
token’ at the bottom of the page

Indicate the token information

A description of the 
token for yourself

Set an expiration period

Set the scope of access for the 
token (minimally check ‘repo’)



5. Set up your PAT on your computer • Option 1 - Through R Studio

• Use the function gitcreds_set from the R package gitcreds                          
(install it if necessary: install.packages("gitcreds"))

gitcreds::gitcreds_set()

• When prompted with ? Enter new password or token: paste your token
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Look for "github.com"

It should be 
Internet Password

Your GitHub  
username

Copy your Personal 
Access Token here

It has to be 
 https://github.com

MacOS

Go to Keychain Access

Windows

• Option 2 - Through your OS

1
2

3 Adjust the information

4 Save modifications

1 Go to Credential Manager

and then Windows Credentials  

Look for git:https://github.com 
Click on it and then on Edit2
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5. Set up your PAT on your computer


